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New York Theatre Diary 


Coriolanus-Phoenix 1/19/54. 1, Edward Hambleton & Norris Houghton present seo- 
ond limited run production at their 2nd Ave & L2th St. playhouse. Robert Ryan stars 
in revival of seldom seen Shakespeare drama. Cast includes Mildred Natwick, John 
Emery end Paula Laurence, John Houseman directed. Run scheduléd for 4 weeks onlyeee 
The Caine Mutiny Court Martial=Plymouth 1/20/54. Paul Gregory presents Herman Wouk's 
aramatication of the tial portion of his novel. Henry Fondaj John Hodiak, Lloyd 
Nolan, Charles Nolte and Russell Hicks in cast directed by Charles Laughtons 


Current Theatre Reviews 


Bullfight- Theatre De Lys 1/12/53. 1 rave notice from Atkinson,Times, a group 
of mild pro votes and 1 con verdict from Watts "o.t, make up the critical file for 
the Modern American Theatre's production of Leslie Stevens' new play. Director Jos- 
eph Anthony end cast headed by Hurd Hatfield shared credits with Stevens and set 
designer Kim Swados, Times man noted author put a small story together with a lot 
of Mexican background, the result being a strenge and interesting dramae Critic also 
stated author has a real talent for theatre writing, being aware of the fact that 
drama is intimately related to poetry and rusic. Kerr,Herald Tribune, tabbed it an 
intelligent and stimulating experimentation, though not a perfectly finished work. 
News and Mirror critics didn't cover opening, Hawkins, World Telegram & Sun,was 
pleased with the unusual experiment of drama which delves into pantomime and borders 
on ballet,but noted the direction occasionally overwhelms it. While McClain, Journal 
fmericen, found it worthvhile "Off Broadway". Critio believes a straightforward and 
moving theme became fogged in endless posturing and affectation. Despite its short- 
comings ,Sheaffer;Eagle,billed it as an intense,colorful,enjoyable drama, Sole oon 
voter ,Watts,Post, also found much commendable,but feared play lost its final effeot- 
iveness because its narrative fails to emphasize the pdbint it seems to be makings 


The Staroross Story-Royal e1/13/54-1/14/54, Whatever the reason, bad reviews 
and/or a lawsuit, the Brane Morgan play presented by John Wilson. S.S. Krellberg 
and the Shuberts played only 1 performance, Majority of first night reviewers found: 
it well-acted by cast headed by Mary Astor and Eva Le Gallienne, but also very much 
on the dull sides McClain, Journal American, and Hawkins, WT&S, recommended the 
production for the stars' performances alone, while Sheaffer,Eagle,filed a rave not~ 
ice for q shrewd,artful drama that makes for orafty,absorbing theatre, On the other 
hand Kerr,Herald Tribune,summed up his opinion as very Pritish,very noble,very old 
fashioned and very empty, Competence can get frightfully dull in the theatre,adds 
Atkinson, Times, Chapman,Newe, found the off-stage title character more interesting 


than the on-stage actors, Mirror aisle-sitter regret g@ that author didn't do full 
justice to an arresting idea, 


Out of Town Tryouts 


New Haven debut of T.S, Eliot's The Confidential Clerk approved by Bone, Variety, 
who predicted Broadway suvncess for the Producers eatre & Henry Sherek production 
because of the 4 star combination of infectious personal appeal of Ina Claire,act- 
ing skill of Claude Rains, physical attractivenessof Joan Greenwood and provocative 
writing of T.S, Eliot...If Broadway has not had its fill of homosexuality, The Immor~ 
alist,Billy Rose production with Geraldine Page and Louie Jourdan, may be a moder 
Bte success, guesses Verinty's Waters, 


Off Broadway ' 


The Three Penny Opera, with new book 
and lyrics by Mare Blitzstein will be 
produced at Theatre de Lys on March 2, 
Cast will include 20,and 8 piece orch- 
estra will play Kurt Weill's original 
score. Lotte Lenya, Weill's widow,will 
be featured. Carmen Capalbo and Stanley 
Chase are the producerse 


Time of Storm, a new play by Sheldon 
Stark,will be presented at Greenwich Mews 
Feb 18 with an inter-racial casteeeCorio- 
lanus gave & Monday matinee preview for 
high school students at $1,50-607...Dick 
Fontaine will present See How They Run 
at Spring St, Auditorium 


The Simpleton of the Unexpected 
Isles ,A GB. Shaw play written in 1930 
‘and Which ran for 40 performances on 
Broadway in 1935 ,is currently being 
revived by Vaughn-James productions at 
Davenport Theatre, Shanley,Times, and 
Greenberg, Show Business,panned it on 
basis of third rate Shaw and seconi rate 
Off Broadway productions. Former found 
only Joan Jaffry attractive,while latter 
okayed performence of Scott Hamilton. 


Vaudeville 


New Palace show features Steve Evans, 
the Virginians, Bobby Colton,Brenda & Val- 
enta,Dorothy Douglas and Bud Harris. 


Radio City Music Hall revue "New 
Horizons" rated as the best show in 
months by VWear,Variety. Show has pace, 
variety,some comedy,and topflight spec- 
ialty dencing. Francis,Billboard,agree d 
high spot was introduction of the 36 
Rockettes. 


Theatre TV Notes 


Richard II, which will be presented 
in a 2 hour production Jan 24, 4-6 PM on 
NBC TV, stars Maurice Evans and Sarah 
Churchill. Evans presented play in Feb 
1937 at St.Jomes for 133 werformmces, 
and the at the City Cenber in Jen 1951, 


' Broadway TV Theatre ' 


Reflected ao George Kelly's 
1936 comedy, will be presented by 
WOR TV Broadway TV Theatre Jan 18-22, 
Tallulah Bankhead ard Clay Clement 
starred in the original which opened 
at the Morosco onSept 21,1936 and 
played for 127 performances. Comedy 
was presented by Lee Shubert and Ho- 
mer Curran and brought both Bankhead. 
amd Kelly vack to Broadway after a 
long absence, Critics were divided, 
some okaying it as literate vehicle 
for siar,others panning it as unfunny 
ve-cich of former actress! talee 
:9 votes filed by News,Post,World 
tole gram and Mirror revieworse 


* Theatre Record Comments ' 


Kismet, Columbia original cast LP, 
panned by Wilson,Times, for being 
composed of several of the works of 
Borodin on which have been imposed 
some rather desperate lyrics. 


Kiss Mg Kate, M@ disc made from 
new film, listed by Wilson,Times,as 
a pallid approach which drains Cole 
Porter's finest score of vitality 
and meaning. 


Show Biz, RCA Victor album of Green- 
Laurie book, highly recommended by 
Coleman,Mirror,. George Jessel is the 
perfect +crrator,sincere and illumin- 
ating. Oni; i'om critic thinks disc 
missed was Lymane 


' Theatre TV Comments ’ 


"Hedda Gabler", as presented on 
ABC TV Theatre Guild-US Steel show 
starring Tallulah Bankhead, wasn't 
ideally suited for the new medium 
Gould,Times, by,Herald Tyibune, 
andTrau, Variety, noted, Times blamed 
program's failure on fact that much 
of time star couldn't be understood. 
Herald Tribune man doubted if drama 
classic could be cut by anyone to 
@ one hour version, Variety mugg 
found it ponderous and dulle 


— 


Green Room Dipertment * 


READING RIGHTSeeeIn an open letter printed as an ad in the NY Post Meyer Levin 
challenged producer Kermit Bloomgarten to hold a test reading of his soript 
of Anne Frank's Diary of a Young Girl. Author wants publio reading of his 
script which he fears the producer will cast away. He urges readers to send 
copies of the ad to Otto Frank,% Doubdleday,575 Madison Ave. Bloomgarten is 
currently in EBuropé. 


‘ORITICAL THOUGHTS...This is a brillant season on Broadway, comments NBC Lean Pearsome 
One new play after another--by Americans,about America--with a high average 
of excellences.eHis and Hers lists Look Magazine for co-ordinating Celeste 
Holm's wardrobe, but Watts, Post, wighessomeone had co-ordinated the play a bit, 
eeelthe Staroross Story reminded some first nighters of Jerome Weidman's 
"The Third Angel”, Robert Sylvester's "Rough Sketch" and Maugham's “Cakes 
and Ale" reports News drama pages 


PRO NY THEATREeeeThe legit theatre in NY, though housed on side-streets, is the 
only honest reason for Broadway's continued existence and glamorous reput- 
ation, comments Skolsky, Post. The legit theatre is Broadway to out of townerse 


COLIMN TIPS.e.eA top Shakespearean actor is in Belleug f eating up his wife,hears 
Winchell...Century Theatre will be torn down and : aced by an apartment~ 
theatre building, reports Walker,.,.Can-Can backsta,. feud between two under-= 
studies may get to stabbing stagesfears Kilgallens 


OSKAR STRAUS OBITSaeeThe Chocolate Soldier composer who died in Austria at age 83 
made life gayer because he lived and wor’ »i, tated the Times editorial obit, 
He cherished the charms and delights of ..ie, added the Herald Tribune edit- 
orial, and in so doing made others aware of theme 


INTERVIEW-HI-LITES...Bullfight author Leslie Stevens would make a good head of a 
fund raising cempaign,suggests Rice,Post, Author contacted 140 potential 
angels end signed up 12 backers.eeLeblang Ticket Service , which is now 
branching out to paid preview ticket sales, started when coal dealer and 
cigar store owner Joseph Leblang sold the free tickets he got for showing 
theatre posters in his store window, Berger,Times, discovered, 


“4 Pros & Cons by MK ! ' "cD" Gift Coupon ‘' 


Bulifight is a truly beautiful 
production of an interesting stylized 
dramieeeLaw suit or no law suit,The 
Starcross Story had almost no advance 
Sale and sold very few tickets the day 
after its opemingee.Theatre fans report 
daily that the best dressed audience 
in tewn is at the Phoenix Theatreses 
"World Theatre in Picturés", edited by 
Tom Prideaux( Greenberg),is a hodge- 
podge of past "Life" pioture stories 
of value only to the set designerses 
Deooa selections from Kismet by Danny 
Kaye,Peggy Lee and the Four sees pro- 
vides a lively quartet of tunes frca- 
the hit, ? 


THEATRE NEWSLETTER- weekly digests NYC 
theatre news,reviews, comments, Tickets, 
critics reports. Drama books,records, 
theatre on TV. Special summer features. 
Perfect gift for "stage struck" fan,stud- 
ent,etc.$l0 year. $12,50 foreign.Compiled 
by "Broadway in Brief" columnist, Theatre 
Review Reports $1 back title, 

ani Bill Me Later neck Attached 


Send COp coc 
0046 


Tune ViNBC(NYC) Ben ~Grewer at 7 30 AM 
for “ 


A lively controversy, in court and in print, is promised as a result of »- 
one night stand of The Starcross Story. S.S. Krellberg, co-producer with the Shuberts 
stated that it closed because of a plagiiarismn@ copyright suit, not because of the 
set of mixed notices, Stanley Kauffmann, author of the novel "The Hidden Hero",which 
“was published in 1949 filed suit in US District Court charging that the Diana Morgan 


play, which tried out on the sunmer circuit this season, was a dramatization of his 


book. The producer also stated that if Kauffmann's charges prove false, the play will 
be re-opened, 


Plays 


End As A Man closedeeeSouth Pacfic played its 1925th and final performanceses 
Fifth Season female cast members have been provided with new wardrobes by Will Nem- 
6rOVeeeMorosco Theatre is installing divan seating arrangements with $7.80 top for 
first seven orchestra rows and $4.80 for the rest of the flooreseeDick Powell threat- 4 
ens an injunction to halt opening of The Caine Mutiry Court Martial unless he was a 
given director credit. Charles Laughton is listed as irectar Charles 


now lists Sept 15 opening for the Royales.eThe ‘sv vralist opening has been moved 
to Feb l. 


People 


Josh Logan is busy again. Currently checking on the Chicago production of 
Wish You Were Here, he also has done some polishing of the NY productions of Picnic 
and Kind Sir. He is also busy planning his next productions, Fanny and Sayonardese 
Celia Lipton is subbing for Polly Bergen, AlmanaceesJan 18 meeting of "Drama Desk™ 
will interview Clarence Derwent and Willard Swire on ANTA's new policies... "Theatre 
Arts" honored at Town Hall Club ...Irving Berlin is working on a special musical 
show to commemorate the 33rd anniversary of his Music Box Theatre next Sept 21. 


Other Broadways 


The Immoralist is playing in Philadelphia to a $2 top, plus tax...Sodom, Tennesee 


will be produced in London by Anna Wimen...Stalag 17 t bai 
, ee our starring George Tobais opens 
in Pittsburghs..Patricia Morison will star in the touring version of The King and I. 


Theatre Record Notes 


NYC record executives have been given an audition of the score of The Girl In 


Gane and By the Beautiful Sea.s..Columbia released original cast records of 
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